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Our Open Meeting on 8 October was with Professor Ben Hatchwell from Sheffield 

University, who introduced us to the family life of Long Tailed Tits in the Rivelin Valley. 

Ben and his team have been following these tiny birds every year since 1994 and have 

observed all the details of their lives. Living in family groups birds who fail to breed, 

will provide food and care for their relatives’ offspring. His team check nests, weigh 

and ring the birds and their chicks and observe them as they establish territories. 

Illustrated by photos and video clips this was a fascinating look at these beautiful little 

birds.  
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